. For general background to compounds with iron-sulfur cubane-type clusters, see: Holm (1977) ; Holm et al. (1990) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Fe 4 (C 10 (Fig. 1) . A crystallographic twofold rotation axis passes through the Fe 4 S 4 core and completes the coordination environment of all iron atoms. There are three iron-iron bonds of 2.7253 (4) and 2.7619 (3) Å (Table 1 ).
The remaining three Fe···Fe distances are very long (3.2683 (3) and 3.3743 (3) Å), indicating no bonding interactions (Table 1 ). The iron-sulfur distances in the Fe 4 S 4 core range from 2.1523 (5) to 2.2667 (6) Å and are normal values (Table 1) . On the other hand, the distances between iron and sulfur in the dithiolato ligand are somewhat short (2.1541 (5) and 2.1934 (6) Å) ( Table 1) .
The title cluster compound was prepared according to the literature method (Inomata et al., 1995) by using diethyl acetylenedicarboxylate instead of dimethyl acetylenedicarboxylate.
Refinement
All hydrogen atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H distances of 0.96 Å for H atoms on methyl groups and 0.97 Å for those on methylene groups. The U iso (H) values were fixed at 1.2 times the U eq (C) values of the carbon atoms to which they are covalently bonded. 
Computing details

Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound, with atom labels and displacement ellipsoids at the 30% probability level.
All hydrogen atoms were omitted for clarity. Solid lines indicate short Fe-Fe contacts. 
